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Siddhpur).1 Once a man has performed a sraddha at the
city of Gay a, he need never offer another, and so it is hoped
that this fort of Gaya will also settle the ancestral dissatis-
faction once and for all.
The male calf is then marked, with red turmeric, on the right
thigh with the trident (trisula) of Siva, and on the left with the
wheel of Visnu, and is turned loose. The belief is that the
ancestors who have been so troublesome will remain quiet and
good in the heavens for as many years as there are particles
of dust adhering to the bull's horn whenever it digs in the
earth. The heifer is named ' The-one-married-in- the-presence-
of-the-Sun', and it can never be sold, but is given to the
Brahman performing the service. Not only can he never sell
it, but he may never sell its milk, which must be drunk as it
is by him and his family, for butter may never be made from
this cow's milk, unless it is going to be used in sacrifice.
4. Another way of propitiating the dead is to worship the
spirit of a dead ancestor (Tatpuruscf) together with the gods.
Brahma, Visnu, Rudra, and Yama.
This rite, known as Narayana Bali, is generally performed
in the Hindu months corresponding with our October to
November, April to May, or August to September.
Five copper water-pots are taken to represent the gods,
"and in each one is placed a different image, representing one
of the five gods: the image of Brahma must be of silver,
Visnu's of gold, Rudra's of copper, Yama's of iron, and the
dead ancestor's of lead. These are worshipped in the fivefold
way; and in honour of each of the five, separate collections of
five mantras are repeated.
Then the gods are given leave to go, and it is worth while
noticing exactly how this is done; for while hitherto we have
studied chiefly auspicious rites, we are now on the threshold
of those dealing with dark powers.
As leave is given, each god is touched with the point of the
1 It was at Siddhpur that Kapila preached to his mother with such effect
that she became the river Sarasvatl.